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Congratulations to Rev. Erin Collier for 5 Years of Service at FBC! 

 

The first week of August in 2012 was a lot like this week… busy, especially for 

the children of our church.  It was Music Day Camp.  That week stands out 

because it was Erin Collier’s first week as our Minister of Children.  Erin had a 

challenging first few days, but she rose to the occasion and she has met every 

challenge since with poise, enthusiasm, compassion and an unrelenting 

commitment to excellence.  Erin’s contribution to our ministry exceeds the hours 

she devotes to helping our children and families.  She ministers to the children 

and staff in our ECM, plans our worship services, visits in hospitals and homes 

(and soccer fields!), preaches, develops seasonal themes (“God is Here” and “I’m 

In!), manages our website and electronic presence and much more.   

 

Recently, a volunteer at this Music Day Camp told Dr. Elks how she was thankful for Erin.  She said “I am 

tempted to lose my patience with the children sometimes, but Erin never does.”  She commended Erin’s 

patience with and respect for the children and then said “it is like she really loves these kids.”  The thing is, Erin 

does love our children and we love her for it!   

 

Sunday School Promotion Day Sunday School Promotion Day Sunday School Promotion Day    

August 27, 2017August 27, 2017August 27, 2017   

Youth Fall Kick-off 
August 27, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  

At the home of  

Seth Joyce— 

5211 Flynn Dr. 

All youth families 

welcome! 

We will have pizza, 

enjoy the pool and 

hear about plans 

for the coming 

year! 

A special presentation for ALL youth  

parents will take place at 5:30 p.m. 

There is no doubt that when you say I’m In!, 

you’re in!  Two months ago I asked you to 

consider your commitment to the ministries of First 

Baptist Church and you responded with enthusiasm 

and commitment.  We received over one hundred 

commitment cards with 95 expressing a willingness to pray 

more, 61 pledging to increase their service and 105 

committing to giving more financially.  These were 

encouraging numbers and it is thrilling to see you keeping 

your word!    

 

This has been a busy summer at (and from) First Baptist.  Our 

children have enjoyed four terrific “camps” at the Church.  

They engaged the scripture at Vacation Bible School, Lego 

Camp, Art Camp and Music Day Camp.  They took their 

learning and growing on the road to PassportKids in 

Spartanburg, SC.    

 

Our young adults and youth were also on the go this summer.  

They have been to the beach, the mountains and Charleston, 

SC.   

 

Continued, see From the Pastor, page 2 



Last Wednesday night, I had the honor of 

speaking at an adult VBS in Sanford.  It will 

be the second time I have been asked out of 

town to speak about the storm, plus a couple 

of opportunities I’ve had to speak to visiting 

youth groups about as well.  It still isn’t easy.  

Hurricane Matthew was a difficult experience, but we 

have come a long way as a community in the past ten 

months.  

 

In other ways, we have come a long way as a church in 

the past year as well.  We have had and will continue to 

have challenges, but God will see us through and help 

us rise to meet those challenges.  Adversity sometimes 

fosters closeness and teamwork, as it has in these 

occasions. 

 

Spending time with our youth this summer on the 

mission trip, the music trip, and the hiking trip has 

especially given me a sense of optimism for our future.  

I have seen them worship God in large auditoriums, 

living rooms, and on a mountain top.  I have seen them 

grow spiritually and emotionally over these past two 

months and in some cases last several years.  It is a 

blessing. 

 

God inspires us many ways.  The beauty of creation and 

the people in our lives aren’t accidental.  Let’s do our 

best to live like Jesus out of joy and gratitude the next 

twelve months and I’m certain we can be an inspiration 

to others.  God bless. 

 

Peace, 

Doug 

 
From the Pastor,  continued from page 1 

 

Our beloved Friends of Jesus have also enjoyed Vacation 

Bible School and a terrific time at Happiness Retreat.  I 

am thankful for Erin and Doug’s commitment and 

leadership, but there is no way these programs would 

happen if it were not for your prayers and your giving 

your time, energy and money.  Thank you! 

 

I believe there are numerous ways to measure the vitality 

of a church’s ministry.  I don’t like to dwell on the 

financial, but it is important that you know what has 

happened over the past couple of months.  In May of this 

year, our receipts were $47,488.62.  This is an average 

monthly amount.  In June, as we started the I’m In! 

emphasis, our receipts were $55,320.56.  In July our 

receipts rose again, climbing to $75,498.92!  I have not 

studied our giving trends in depth, but it is highly unusual 

to see giving increase in the summer months.  As I said, 

when you say I’m In!, you’re in! and I am grateful for 

your generosity. 

 

We’ve had a good summer, but fall is coming and with it, 

a new Sunday School year, Family Night activities, 

Community Cafés, Operation Inasmuch (September 16), 

and the SAFE Seminar (October 28-29).  You gave a 

resounding response to I’m In! and I pray that you will 

“stay in” with your prayers, service and giving as we 

follow Christ together.   

 

Peace, 

David 

Music Day Camp 
July 31-August 4th! 



For the Record 
Budgeted 2017 ................. $685,000.00 

Weekly Need (2017) .......... $12,924.53 

Received July 30, 2017....... $31,270.50 

Need to date ..................... $400,660.38 

Received to date ............... $384,962.02 

Over (Under) Budget ........ ($15,698.35) 

 

Sunday School Attendance—157 

Family Night Supper Menus 
August 2017 

August 9— Barbecued Pork Chops, Scalloped 

Potatoes, String Beans, Rolls, Salad, 

Chocolate Pie (Sugar-free) 

August 16—Baked Chicken, Rice, Green 

Beans, Rolls, Salad, Apple Pie (Sugar-free) 

August 23— Hamburger Steak, Rice & Gravy, 

Fried Squash, Rolls, Salad, Banana Cream Pie 

(Sugar-free) 

August 30—Hamburger Casserole, Green 

Beans, Rolls, Salad, Strawberry Short Cake 

Check out the “I’m In” display at our 

bulletin board.  You can pick up a  

commitment card, a prayer guide and 

an “I’m In” sign to show your  

commitment to FBC this summer! 

Deacon Nomination 
The Deacons of First Baptist serve in two major capacities: 
administrative and ministerial. As an administrative body, they help 
lead and guide our congregation. As a ministerial body, they 
participate in the care of our congregation through the deacon care 
team plan, building relationships with and offering support to our 
church family. Please prayerfully consider your nominations for 
deacon, write their names below, and return to the church no later 
than August 31, 2017.  You may nominate as many as you would like 
and turn in as many nominations as you would like during the month 
of August.  (There is no need to nominate the same person more than 
once.) In accordance with our bylaws, those eligible must be at least 
21 years of age and resident members of First Baptist Church for at 
least one year. 
__________________________________  ______________________________ 

 
__________________________________  ______________________________ 

 
__________________________________  ______________________________ 

 
Listed below are the names of persons elected in 2012-2016 as 
Deacons of this church.  Do not nominate any of these persons.  They 
are ineligible for re-election at this time. 

 
Nominees will be reviewed for eligibility according to the bylaws of 
First Baptist Church. Eligible nominees will be contacted by the 
elections     committee to assure their willingness to serve if elected.  
Deacon Election will take place the 1st Sunday of October 2016.  You 
may place your   nominations in the offering plate or fax or e-mail 
nominations during the week to the church office at (910) 739-7858 or 
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org. 

Barbara Andrews (2020) 
Sam Britt, II (2018) 
Margie Cockrell (2020) 
Judy Driscoll (2019) 
Michele Fanning (2017) 

Dan Floyd (2018) 
Melinda Frederick (2018) 
Greg Gibson (2017) 
Phyllis Gibson (2016) 
Kim Gore (2018) 
Keith Hardee (2019) 

Drina Hedgpeth (2019) 
James Johnson (2017) 
Johnny Johnson (2018) 
Liz Lytch (2019) 
Malcolm McLean (2017) 

Regg McIntyre (2016) 
Colin Osborne (2020) 
Eddie Prevatte (2019) 
Kenneth Rust (2016) 
Mary Anne Rust (2020) 
Johnny Smith (2016) 

Lynn Smith (2020) 
Christy Strickland (2019) 
Jeremy Strickland (2018) 
Johnny Strickland (2017) 
Theresa Thomas (2017) 

Ed Thorndyke (2019) 
Hoss Watts (2019) 
Billy Wilson (2018) 
 

Senior Adult 

Biltmore Estate Asheville Trip 

Nov. 30th—Dec. 1st 

Cost $340.00 

$50.00 deposit needed to reserve your space. 

Save the date!—September 16, 2017 

Watch First Baptist News 

 for more information.  



First Sunday Food Drive 
The first Sunday of each month we collect canned and non-

perishable foods for local food charities. Items may be placed 

in the collection bins near 

the church entrances.  

 

Please bring your donations 

to church with you this 

Sunday, August 6th! 

 

Preparing for Sunday— 

“They Need Not Go Away” 
Matthew 14:13-21 

The feeding of the multitude (we don’t really know how many were there) is the only miracle of Jesus that all 

four gospel writers tell.  They each offer their own nuance but the story is that Jesus ministered to a crowd of 

thousands and when the day drew to a close the disciples encouraged him to send the people away so they could 

buy their own food.  Jesus tells the disciples They Need Not Go Away and encourages them to feed the crowd.  

The disciples don’t think the five loaves and two fish they have is enough.  We can understand.  There are times 

when we don’t think we are or have enough to help our neighbors, but undoubtedly, Jesus would say the same 

to us… They Need Not Go Away. 
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2017 
Sept. 3, 10 
Oct. 1, 8 
Nov. 19, 26 
 

2018 
Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
May 6, 13, 20, 27 
June 3, 10, 17, 24 

July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Oct. 7, 14, 21 
Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25 
 

Flower Calendar 
Contact the church office at 739-4336 or  
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org to place  
flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one. 

Save the date! 

SAFE Seminar 
(Sexual Awareness and Family  

Empowerment Seminar) 
October 28-29, 2017 

 
Come learn how to have some of those 
important (and awkward) conversations with 
your child, including sexual development, 
boundaries, body safety, and more. This 
seminar is primarily for parents/guardians of 
infants-6th grade children. Led by LeAnn 
Gardner, LISW-CP, MDiv. 
 
Watch First Baptist News for more information! 

 


