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Last Thursday night (October 26th) was one of the most disappointing evenings of my ministry. I, along with 

nine members of our church attended the Robeson Baptist Association’s (RBA) semi-annual meeting. The 

meeting opened with a business session at which the vice moderator, on the behalf of the Executive 

Committee, made a motion to remove our church from the RBA’s membership. The gentleman cited the 

committee’s concern for a personnel matter within our church and referenced Article 1, Section 3 of the RBA’s bylaws 

which states… “the Association has no authority over any church but it may judge the propriety of retaining in its union 

any church that has become unscriptural in its doctrines or practices and may withdraw fellowship by three-fourths 

vote.” I was subsequently given a few minutes to make a statement in opposition to the motion. As I concluded my 

comments the debate was immediately closed and a vote taken.  The motion passed by an overwhelming majority. 
 

I was surprised by the result of this motion, but still I am disappointed. I thought better of the RBA and its leadership 

than I experienced through this process. Our church was labeled (in their terms) as “unscriptural,” but the gentleman 

gave no scripture reference to support the motion or the committee’s opinion. No attempt has been made by the RBA to 

address their doctrinal concerns with me or the church in accordance with Matthew 18:15-20. Furthermore, I referenced 

two biblical passages (Acts 10:28b and John 3:16) that our church applies to every circumstance. Quoting the Bible does 

not make one “scriptural,” but I believe the RBA failed our church and its membership in this process.  I do not know if 

this decision has or will cause FBCL any harm within the community, but I ask that you pray for our church as well as 

the RBA and that one day soon, the Christian family will learn to live in unity.   
 

Peace, 

David 

 

Baptist Women’s Luncheon 
November 6, 2017 

11:45 a.m. in the Activity Building 

Bonnie McCune from Gates of Heaven Ministries will be 

our speaker. Bonnie works with people of the Lakota 

Sioux Reservation in South Dakota. 

 

 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
November 19th at 7:00 p.m. 

Chestnut Street United Methodist Church 

Speaker: Rev. David Ruth, Pastor,  

First Presbyterian Church 

Friday, November 17th 

Lunch: 11:00 am—2:00 pm 

Supper: 4:00 pm—7:00 pm 

 

$7.00 per plate 

Tickets may be purchased 

from any First Baptist Youth. 

Volunteers are needed to help with the Barbecue 

Sale. Contact Doug Reedy, 739-4336, if you are 

available to help on November 17th.  

We especially need delivery drivers and cakes  

for our cake auction!  



Preparing for Sunday— 
 

“Who’s that with You?” 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

All Saints Sunday is a moment to 

acknowledge that we are not in this life 

alone.  We all have people.  Some of our 

people make life challenging, but others 

inspire and comfort us.  The “saints” in our 

lives are those who make life better just by 

being themselves. They also are witnesses to 

the truthfulness of a life with Christ.  In a 

day of critical thinking and subjective truth, 

the saints in our lives are those who prove 

Christ by their peacefulness, joy, wisdom 

and compassion.  We all have saints in our 

lives, so Who’s that with You? 
 

 

 

Give to the Children’s Christmas Party &  

Friends of Jesus Fund! 
 

Beginning in October each year, we work with area schools to 

gather names of children in need. The Youth of First Baptist then 

invite 50 of these children to our annual Children’s Christmas 

Party. Each child who attends this event will shop with one of our 

youth for a few necessities and a toy, then enjoy a fun time at the 

party, and leave with a few items for the whole family. We hope to 

spend about $125 per child who attends. The Friends of Jesus Class 

is also accepting donations to buy gifts for their annual Christmas 

Party. 

 

Please give generously to help us make these gifts possible. The 

Children’s Christmas Party is December 16th. The Friends of Jesus 

Party will be held December 11th. 

Calling All Cooks! 
 

The Senior Adult Committee is preparing 
to publish our next church cookbook in 
early spring, and we need your favorite 
recipes!  On November 5, committee 
members will visit each Sunday school 
class and give you information on sub-
mitting recipes.  Our goal is to have reci-
pes from all our members – children, 
youth, women and men.  All proceeds 
from our sales will go to local missions, so we truly need your help 
in making this the best collection of recipes ever! 
 
THANK YOU in advance for your help in this wonderful project.  
We look forward to seeing everyone this Sunday.  

Our Advent Theme this year is “Celebrating 

Abundance” based on the devotional book by 

Walter Brueggeman. We have ordered 30 copies 

of the book that will be available at a cost of 

$10 each. Call the church office (739-4336) to 

reserve your copy! 
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December 3, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.December 3, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.December 3, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.   
First Baptist SanctuaryFirst Baptist SanctuaryFirst Baptist Sanctuary   

   

A reception will follow inA reception will follow inA reception will follow in   
   Cherry Fellowship Hall.Cherry Fellowship Hall.Cherry Fellowship Hall.   

Getting Ready for Advent Party! 
 

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
6:00 p.m. in Cherry Fellowship Hall 

 

We will have opportunities for all ages to prepare for the season!  



em·pa·thy 

noun: empathy—the ability to understand and share the feelings of another. 
During the early stages of the Growing Young process, the most surprising disconnect from the early feedback 

we have received has been on the subject of empathy.  From the results of a quick Wednesday night survey by 

David of mostly senior adults, an equally informal and unscientific survey by me of our high school juniors 

and seniors, and our official small team feedback from the folks who attended in the seminar, empathy results 

have varied the most.  The empathy our church feels for young people was rated fairly high by one group, but dead last 

(of the six characteristics of a healthy, attractional church) by the other two.  

  

This was absolutely fascinating to me.  Sure, our perceptions of empathy vary naturally with age.  We joke about overly 

dramatic teenagers lamenting that “no one understands me!” as they slam their bedroom door, or grandparents who 

complain that kids today don’t know what it was like to walk seven miles to school and back (uphill both ways) every 

day, usually in the snow.  While there is some truth to these stereotypes, the differences between now and then are almost 

always exaggerated. 

 

I have heard some ludicrous statements over the years.  Some 

highlights include “young people in this town didn’t drink alcohol 

before so-and-so came along” (a parent complaining about a former 

youth leader), “there simply weren’t drugs around when we were 

teenagers” (a parent who was a teen in the 1980s), and “we didn’t have 

the temptation of sex that these kids have to face” (from an era of more 

free time and less supervision).  Really?!  Either time clouds our 

memories or we prefer nostalgia over reality.  

 

Yes, social media is a big deal.  Yes, they have more homework and less free time now.  Yes, technology has made 

growing up easier in some ways, more complicated in others.  Let’s not blow these differences out of proportion to the 

point of pretending it is impossible to empathize. 

 

What matters to young people?  Relationships.  Complicated relationships with family members.  Changing landscapes 

and allegiances with their friends.  Complex relationships with God.  Falling in love.  Being accepted and rejected.  

Trying to fit in and avoiding loneliness.  Trying to be good for all the right or wrong reasons.  Anger, jealously, and pride 

leading to setbacks.  Achieving goals through hard work.  In other words, what matters to them are the exact same things 

that matter to you! 

 

On Sunday nights, in order to illustrate certain universal truths and to 

spark discussion of realistic teenage situations, we are using a television 

show produced in the 90s set in 1980.  Why does that work?  It works 

because the show focuses on relationships.  It focuses on boyfriends, 

girlfriends, parents, and friendship.  It does so in a realistic way that 

makes us laugh at ourselves.  Time is just a setting.  The things that 

mattered when you were a teenager matter just as much today. 

 

Empathizing with young (or old) people is easy.  They want love, 

acceptance, and a sense of purpose.  Just like you. 

Doug 

 

 
As we begin our year-long "Growing Young" process with the 

Fuller Institute, we need your help! We are asking all members/

attendees to take a short online assessment to help us gain a 

better perspective on the strengths and growing edges of our 

congregation.  To complete the survey, go to  http://

www.oursurvey.church/FirstBaptistChurchLumberton  

http://www.oursurvey.church/FirstBaptistChurchLumberton
http://www.oursurvey.church/FirstBaptistChurchLumberton


For the Record 
Budgeted 2017 ............................... $685,000.00 

Weekly Need (2017) ......................... $12,924.53 

Received October 29, 2017 ................. $7,279.43 

Need to date ................................... $568,679.25 

Received to date ............................. $544,370.99 

Over (Under) Budget ..................... ($24,308.26) 

 

Sunday School Attendance—192 
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Our Early Childhood Ministry has  

immediate openings for 2s, 3s, and 4-year-olds.  

Contact the office for more information— 

739-4336! 

‘Tis the season to collect donations for the annual Hanging 

of the Green! We would like to include your honorariums/

memorials in this year’s program. Please complete this form 

and return it to the church office no later than Monday,      

November 20th. 

 

I would like to contribute $_______ to the Hanging of the 

Green Greenery and Poinsettia Fund. 

 

Please print names exactly as they should appear in the     

program.  

 

In memory of: _________________________________ 

 

And/or 

 

In honor of: ___________________________________ 

 

Given by: ____________________________________ 

 

Phone: _______________________________________ 

November 9,  2017 at 11:00 a.m.  

In the Activity Building 

Jimmy Lee will be with us to share in the 

beauty of old hymns. Bring a sandwich! 

& 

November 6 — 10 

The ECM is having a book fair! On 
Wednesday, November 8, books will be 
available in Cherry Fellowship Hall from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. You can also shop 
online November 1-14 at scholastic.com/
fairs.  
 
Proceeds from the Book Fair will be used 
to buy new books for our classrooms! 


