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I have read, taught and preached John 21:15-19 

several times over the course of my ministry.  It is 

the story of Jesus asking Peter, ñDo you love me?ò 

three times in the wake of Peterôs three denials.  

As I said, I know the story fairly well, but I had an 

interesting weekend with this story while I was at the 

Shalem Residency in June.   

 

The night before I left for the residency I could not help 

but think that we have been asking the wrong questions 

lately.  We have been asking questions like ñHow can we 

get more people in church?ò and ñHow can we get these 

people to give?ò  These are important questions, but they 

are not the right questions for us to be asking at this time. 

 

I went to the residency and enjoyed a week of classes and 

group interactions in spiritual direction.  As the weekend 

approached I thought I would pray, read and listen for the 

Spiritôs guidance as to the questions we should be asking.  

In the last class before our ñSilent Sabbathò we were told a 

story about a woman who experienced a terrible tragedy.  

In the wake of the experience she felt the Lord saying ñI 

want you to love me more than anything else.ò  The story 

did not set well with me, but I did not dwell on it.  I set it 

aside and got ready for the weekend.   

 

Continued, see From the Pastor, page 2 

 

 

´Table for Five. . . Thousand!µ 

A Music Day Camp Musical  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, August 4th at 5:00 p.m.  

in Cherry Fellowship Hall.   

Everyone is invited! 

 

Quarterly Church Conference 
July 26, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. 

(At Family Night At Prayer) 

Preparing for Sundayð 

 

ñThe Only Way to Get Thereò 
Romans 8:12-25 

 

In this second of three sermons from 

Romans 8 Paul acknowledges that ña life in 

the Spiritòcan be difficult or even painful. 

Being a child of God (or joint heir with 

Christ) involves suffering, but the suffering 

we face is, according to Paul, not worth 

comparing with the glory to be revealed to 

us (v.17-18).  This is encouraging, but pain 

is still a fact of life and everyone has some.  

The healthiest people among us are those 

who are willing to accept their pain, to walk 

with it and work through it.  We are all 

looking forward to the glory to be revealed 

to us, but the path of suffering may very 

well be The Only Way to Get There. 

 

 

Check out the ñIôm Inò display at 

our bulletin board.  You can pick 

up a commitment card, a prayer 

guide and an ñIôm Inò sign to show 

your commitment to FBC this 

summer! 



From the Pastor, continued from page 1 

 

As I woke on Saturday morning the story came to mind along 

with the interaction between Jesus and Peter in John 21.   I 

read the passage as my morning devotion and started the day. 

 

As I went through the day the Spirit kept bringing up Jesusô 

questioné do you love me more than these?  By the 

afternoon I realized that this is the question we need to 

consider.  ñDo we, as individuals and as a church, love Jesus 

more than these?ò The answer may seem obvious, but it isnôt, 

especially when ñtheseò are packed pews and full offering plates.   ñTheseò can be good things, but ñtheseò 

become idols when they are our highest priority.   Every good question prompts a few more and the 

questions behind ñDo you love me more than these?ò include ñWhat are my óthese?ôò and ñWhy do I love 

óthese?ôò  These are the questions we need to be asking right now and I will be writing more in the weeks 

ahead to help us pray and respond. 

 

Peace, 

David 

Art Mini-CampðJuly 18-20 


