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Our Advent theme is “Celebrating 

Abundance.”  Many of us are reading 

Walter Brueggemann’s excellent 

devotional by the same title.  As I read 

the devotions I am getting a clearer understanding of 

the abundance that God desires for us.  I also see that 

everyone has an abundance of something, especially at 

this time of year.  Students feel the weight of an 

abundance of homework and assignments.  Young 

parents have an abundance of gifts to purchase and 

projects to complete.  Adults with adult children and 

aging parents are pulled in abundance of directions 

and many senior adults carry an abundance of 

concerns for their health and the welfare of their 

family.     

 

We all have an abundance of something and it is vital 

that we pay attention to what we are carrying.  We 

need to focus on the abundance that God wants for us. 

Jesus said I have come that you may have life and 

have it abundantly (John 10:10) and by this he did not 

mean material wealth or personal influence.  Jesus 

doesn’t offer any of us a life of endless ease or quiet 

comfort.  Rather, we are given a deep peace, an 

abiding joy and an unwavering love that enables us to 

overcome our challenges as a witness to the power of 

God.  You have an abundance of something and it 

may seem your primary abundance is in things to do, 

bills to pay or “fires” to extinguish.  It’s easy to feel 

this way, but please don’t forget the abundant peace, 

joy and love God has for you.  Take a few minutes to 

be quiet each day.  Listen to God.  Speak to God from 

your heart and ask God for direction.  Doing so will be 

the best way to Celebrate Abundance! 

 

Peace, 

David 

Preparing for Sunday— 

“Ease the Wait” 
II Peter 3:8-15a 

 

Some are better at it than others, but no one likes to 

wait.  The recipients of Peter’s letters were especially 

tired of waiting.  They were counting on Jesus to 

return soon, but as weeks rolled into years and years 

into decades, hope was beginning to wane.  Peter 

writes to encourage the believers and to remind them 

that God’s timing is different than ours and that we 

can appreciate the delay as a sign of God’s patience.  

Peter also gives us advice on how we can Ease the 

Wait.  We can make a home for righteousness by 

leading lives of holiness and godliness (v.11) and 

striving to be found at peace with him (v.14). 
 

Called Church Conference—December 13th 
For presentation of the 2018 Proposed Budget &  
the Committee on Committees Report 
6:00 p.m. (at Family Night At Prayer)  
Copies of the proposed budget are now available in the 
church office.  

5:00 p.m. 



Thank you to all of you who helped in any way with 

the barbecue sale!  Whether you made plates, donated a 

cake, delivered orders to businesses, worked in the 

kitchen or worked by the pit, you helped make 2017 a 

particularly successful sale.  Thanks as well to 

everyone who purchased plates, butts, cake, or 

barbecue in bulk.  Obviously, our sales would have 

suffered without your generosity.  Thank you! 

 

Many of you mention how much you love our barbecue.  

Tommy Stevens is our chef and many, many hours go into 

preparation for an event that happens just once a year.  His love 

for our youth and his love for cooking come through in each 

delicious bite.  He is passionate about the process and each year I 

look forward to seeing how he tweaks things.  His desire to 

continuously improve something that is already excellent is 

inspiring.  We can all learn from that. 

 

Our youth group had the honor this past Sunday of speaking at 

First Baptist Whiteville’s annual missions’ breakfast.  They 

spoke passionately and articulately about each of the many 

different missions we are involved in and it was a pleasure to 

mix and mingle with our gracious hosts.  Two of the events our 

youth spoke about, the Friends of Jesus Christmas Party and the 

Children’s Christmas Party, are almost upon us. 

 

The youth have a minor role in the FOJ party, serving plates and 

assisting Santa.  The Children’s Christmas Party, on the other 

hand, is a massive undertaking for us.  We need volunteers for 

this year’s CCP and we need donations to both.   

 

Nothing will get you in the Christmas spirit quite like making 

sure a child in need not only receives the coat and school clothes 

they need, but also the love and attention they sometimes lack.  

The same can be said for our special needs adults.  Give and/or 

volunteer if you are able.  Merry Christmas to you and yours! 
 

Doug 

Give to the Children’s Christmas Party &  

Friends of Jesus Fund! 
 

Beginning in October each year, we work with area schools to 

gather names of children in need. The Youth of First Baptist then 

invite 50 of these children to our annual Children’s Christmas 

Party. Each child who attends this event will shop with one of our 

youth for a few necessities and a toy, then enjoy a fun time at the 

party, and leave with a few items for the whole family. We hope to 

spend about $125 per child who attends. The Friends of Jesus Class 

is also accepting donations to buy gifts for their annual Christmas 

Party. 
 

Please give generously to help us make these gifts possible. The 

Children’s Christmas Party is December 16th. The Friends of Jesus 

Party will be held December 11th. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

AAADVENTDVENTDVENT   CCCONCERTONCERTONCERT   SSSERIESERIESERIES   
Includes a short service of Noonday   

Prayers beginning at 12:05 followed by a  

concert and lunch. 

 

Dec. 13—The Lumberton High School  

Concert Choir directed by Teresa   Davis 

 
 

Dec. 20— “Singing Sisters”  

    Members: Angie Carter, Harriette Lovin, 

Bess Harrington, Carole Thomas, Rosemary 

Long  & Meghan Miller 

Hanging of the Green 

December 3, 2017 



& 
Holiday Notes:   
 

 Youth Progressive Dinner—December 20th at 5:00 p.m. 
 If you would like to be reimbursed for purchases made for 

the Friends of Jesus Christmas Party, Children’s Christmas 
Party, or any other church-related function, your receipts 
need to be turned in no later than December 29th. 

 Contributions to the 2017 Budget also need to be received 
or postmarked by December 31st. 

 A devotional service will be held in the Chapel on 
December 20th at 6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper, Choirs 
and Activities will not take place .  There will be no 
services on December 27th. 

 We will worship together in a combined service at 11:00 
a.m. on New Years’ Eve.  

 The ECM & Church Offices will be closed December 22nd, 
25th & 26th for Christmas. 

 The ECM & Church Offices will be closed on January 1st 
in celebration of the New Year.  

 

Merry Christmas! 

Advent 2017 Devotional Schedule 
As we observe the Advent season at First Baptist, we’re inviting you to study along 

with us as we read the devotional Celebrating Abundance by Walter Brueggeman. 

Below is the schedule for reading the devotions during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. (Please take note of the double devotions on December 24.) 

Advent, Week 1 

December 8 – p. 14 

December 9 – p. 16 

 

Advent, Week 2 

December 10 – p. 20 

December 11 – p. 22 

December 12 – p. 24 

December 13 – p. 26 

December 14 – p. 28 

December 15 – p. 30 

December 16 – p. 32 

 

Advent, Week 3 

December 17 – p. 36 

December 18 – p. 38 

December 19 – p. 40 

December 20 – p. 42 

December 21 – p. 44 

December 22 – p. 46 

December 23 – p. 48 

 

Advent, Week 4 &  

Christmas Eve 

December 24 – p. 52 & 66 

 

Christmas Day 

December 25 – p. 68 

 

12 Days of Christmas 

December 26 – p. 73 

December 27 – p. 75 

December 28 – p. 77 

December 29 – p. 79 

December 30 – p. 81 

December 31 – p. 83 

January 1 – p. 85 

January 2 – p. 87 

January 3 – p. 89 

January 4 – p. 91 

January 5 – p. 93 

January 6 – p. 95 

December 14, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.  

In the Activity Building 
 

Tim Little will share with us a program of  

music and a meal will be served. 

The Friends of Jesus 
Class will sing for the 
Adult Classes on Sunday, 
December 17th during 
the Sunday School Hour. 
Please bring 
refreshments. 



For the Record 
Budgeted 2017 ............................... $685,000.00 

Weekly Need (2017) ......................... $12,924.53 

Received December 3, 2017 .............. $10,382.78 

Need to date ................................... $633,301.89 

Received to date ............................. $619,977.35 

Over (Under) Budget ..................... ($13,324.54) 

 

Friends of Jesus Christmas Party 

Goal ........................................................ $5,700 

Received to date ...................................... $2,105 

 

Children’s Christmas Party 

Goal ........................................................ $7,000 

Received to date ...................................... $3,585 

 

Sunday School Attendance—211 
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Our Early Childhood Ministry has  

immediate openings for 2s, 3s, and 4-year-olds.  

Contact the office for more information— 

739-4336! 

 

“The Wonder of  

Nativity” 
 

View 20+ unique nativity sets 

displayed in the    sanctuary 

of Chestnut Street United 

Methodist Church.  

 

Friday, December 15th 

11:00 am to 8:30 pm 

Saturday, December 16th 

11:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

Free Admission 


