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You never know when everything you believe is going to be put to the test.  I was in the office, 

waiting for one of you to come for an appointment.  Moments before the appointment, I got the 

call that my brother had intentionally injured himself and was being taken to the hospital.  I 

shared the news with everyone in the office. Then I apologized for not being able to keep the 

appointment and I left to tend to my family.  My brother had had problems over the years, but he was 

doing very well of late and my family and I were shocked by what was happening.  The next few 

hours and days were long and exhausting.  If it were not for the prayers of so many we could not 

have made it through, but we did and I am thankful.   

 

Still, I am bewildered by how it happened so quickly.  In one moment I was preparing to offer 

pastoral support and in the next moment I was the one in deep need.  You never know when 

everything you believe is going to be put to the test, so one of my first lessons from Gerryôs death is 

the importance of knowing our faith and, perhaps more importantly, having a strong relationship with 

a body of believers who will pray and love you through the crises.  This is to say that who we are and 

what we do in the church is important.  Our learning the ways of God and our fellowship with one 

another empowers us to live well in the good times but it also safeguards our hearts when tragedy 

strikes.  I suppose I am harkening back to my Boy Scout days when I say our connection to the 

church helps us ñbe preparedò when life happens. 

 

I will never find the words to express my gratitude for you.  I thought I was thankful for you last 

month when you surprised me with the anniversary celebration.  That was a wonderful day, but the 

prayers you have said, the cards you have sent and the compassionate words and presence you have 

offered over the past two weeks have meant even more.  The fruit of your prayers is the ñkeptnessò I 

have felt in the arms of God.  It is a sense of God grieving with and holding me and my family 

through the pain.  Prayer is the greatest gift we can offer one another and by your prayers I can say 

that while I grieve Gerryôs death and would love to have him back, I am deeply blessed. 

 

Peace, 

David 

 

Preparing for Sunday . . . 

 

ñKeep It Simpleò 

Matthew 22:36-40 

Rev. Bonnie Reedy, Guest Preacher  
 
 

 

Quarterly Church Conference 

July 25, 2018 

6:00 p.m. (At Family Night at prayer) 



MissionBASE for Youthð Memphis, TN 

July 15-22, 2018 

Save the Date!ðSeptember 22, 
2018 

Watch First Baptist News  
for more information. 

YOUTHYOUTH   

  

  

  

  

  

Sunday, August 26thSunday, August 26th   

5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.   



2018 
July 15, 22, 29 
Sept. 2, 9, 23, 30 
Oct. 7 
Nov. 11, 18 
 
2019 
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24 
 

March 10, 17, 24, 31 
April  7, 14, 21, 28 
May 5, 12, 19, 26 
June 2, 16, 23, 30 
July 7, 14, 21, 28 
Aug. 4, 25 
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Oct. 6, 13, 20 
Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24 

Flower Calendar 
Contact the church office at 739-4336 or  
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org to place flowers in honor 
or in memory of a loved one. 

This Week. . .  
 
Sunday, July 22 
8:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
 3:00 p.m.      Knit Wits Group 
 
Monday, July 23 
9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:15 p.m. Finance Committee  
7:30 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
 
Tuesday, July 24 
7:00 a.m. Menôs Prayer Circle 
 
Wednesday, July 25 
5:15 p.m. Family Night Supper 
6:00 p.m. Family Night At  
  PrayerðQuarterly  
   Church Conference 
 
July 26-29ðYouth Music Retreat 

Coming up. . . 
 
 

July 30-Aug. 3ðMusic Day Camp 

 

Aug. 1ðDeacon Nominations Open 

Aug.3ðECM Staff Development Dayð 

  Closed to Students 

Aug. 16ðCandlelight Vigil for Victims of 

  Murder & Homicide 

Aug. 18ðCommunity Caf®  

Aug. 20ðFinance & Deaconôs Meetings 

Aug. 26ðPromotion Sunday 

     Youth Fall Kick-off 

Aug. 31ðDeacon Nominations Close 

 

Sept. 3ðLabor DayðECM & Church 

Offices Closed 

Sept. 10ðBaptist Womenôs Luncheon 

Sept. 13ðFun & Fellowship 

Sept. 15ðCommunity Caf® 

Sept. 16ðParenting in the Digital Age 

Seminar 

Sept. 17ðFinance & Deaconôs Meetings 

Sept. 19ðRobeson County Schools Half-day 

Sept. 22ðInasmuch 

Sept. 28ðRobson County Schools Teacher 

Workday 

 

Art Mini -Camp�z July 17 -19  


