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My morning devotion recently included the 

statement, “He who is in a hurry delays the things 

of God.”  It would have been helpful to read that 

line a year and half ago as we were beginning the 

Hurricane Matthew grant program.  The committee and I did 

not anticipate it taking until the summer of 2018 before we 

fulfilled the last grant, but that has been the case.   

 

The final grant recipient has been through an especially 

rough twenty two months.  She lost her home in the flood 

and had a very difficult time finding suitable housing.  She 

then had to have heart bypass surgery.  Over the months, I 

assured her that we would hold her grant, so it was exciting 

to meet her last week at a local store and pay a portion of the 

money needed for her new refrigerator and stove.  She told 

me where she is living and invited me to come see her new 

home.  I may do so some time, but the glimmer of hope in 

her eye was all I needed to sense the joy she feels in having 

a home again. 

 

According to our records, FBC received $148,812.76 that was designated for Hurricane Matthew relief.  I am 

grateful to all who contributed and especially the individuals, families, churches and civic groups from out of 

town.  I am pleased to report that every penny has gone (or will go) directly to helping people who were 

devastated by the flood.  We helped several community organizations in the immediate aftermath of the storm 

and contributed thousands of dollars to the recovery ministries of NC Baptist Men and Christian Aid Ministries 

(Mennonite).  We awarded and fulfilled 65 grant requests ranging from $500.00 to $2,000.00.   

 

We have a remaining balance of approximately $240.00 in the account.  Our plan for this money is to purchase 

grocery gift cards that the ministers will distribute to individuals and families who come by the church in need 

of assistance.  This brings me to a request.  There is rarely a day that goes by at First Baptist that we do not 

have someone come to our door in need of assistance.  For a variety of reasons, we rarely help with utility bills 

or rent payments, but we try to help people the best we can in emergencies.  The money we use for Community 

Assistance is from a designated account that depends on gifts for sustainability.  We have had numerous 

requests over the past several months for help and our funds are low, so if you would like to help your 

neighbors here in Lumberton please make a gift to our Community Assistance Fund. 

 

And finally, thank you again for amazing generosity, not just to the flood recovery projects and community 

assistance, but to the church’s operating budget.  We are doing kingdom work in this community and world and 

it is by your sacrificial giving that lives are being graced with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace,  

David 
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 It has been a long, eventful summer.  

Senior retreat, young adult retreat, 

youth hiking trip, Camp Puzzle Piece, 

M-Fuge Philadelphia, MissionBASE 

Memphis, and Youth Music Retreat 

have all passed into our rearview 

mirror.  Planning now begins in earnest for the 

upcoming school year so processing what just 

happened is urgently important. 

 

First off, thank you Bonnie!  During my absence 

you kept up with your own demanding job, 

preached two sermons, took great care of Kaitlyn, 

took care of Cream (the dog), and kept the Guinea 

pigs alive while dealing with a bathroom remodel.  

This is especially difficult with no grandparents 

nearby and all of our babysitters off on the same 

trips I’m on. 

 

The “extra” trip this year was MissionBASE 

Memphis.  I cannot say enough good things about 

it.  We were immersed in a community that 

resembles Lumberton on a much larger scale.  

Communal living for the week while sleeping on a 

church floor at night and working hard all day 

brought us close together.  The worship services 

were simple but well focused.  The side trip to the 

National Civil Rights Museum was sobering and 

eye opening.  It was a wonderful trip, except for 

the poison ivy. 

 

The youth music trip proved a great opportunity to 

get to know the incoming 7th grade class.  

Philadelphia provided cheesesteaks, history, and 

another chance to serve.  Outdoor trips always 

make for discussions about creation/God in nature 

and for teamwork.  Camp Puzzle Piece made us all 

so proud of Morgan and Quinton and their 

leadership at such a young age.  On August 19th 

you will have a chance to hear more about all of 

the above at both services. 

 

Spending this amount of time with our young 

people is a blessing.  They are frank, honest, and 

direct once you’ve earned their trust and respect.  

Their world is a wonderful, sometimes terrible 

place to exist in but I thank God for allowing me 

to see the world through the eyes of multiple 

generations, not just my own.  The time for 

reflection is brief.  The future begins now. 

 

Doug 

Music Day Camp—July 30-August 3 



Preparing for Sunday— 

 “A Simple Plan” 
Ruth 4:1-21 

We conclude our sermon series from the book of Ruth this Sunday.  In the fourth chapter Boaz secures the right to 

marry Ruth and thus serve as the “kinsmen redeemer.”  The people of Bethlehem who knew what was happening 

gathered around and offered Boaz, Ruth and Naomi a blessing for prosperity.  The story ends well with Ruth having 

a child who will one day become the grandfather of King David.  One might read this chapter and think God’s plan 

had been fulfilled, but did God plan all the tragedies that happened to Naomi and Ruth?  God may send experiences 

into our lives and God may protect us from somethings, but God’s plan is actually quite simple and it has been right 

in front of us throughout Ruth’s story. 

The Knit Wits Group will not meet 

this Sunday, August 5th..   

Deacon Nomination 
The Deacons of First Baptist serve in two major capacities: 
administrative and ministerial. As an administrative body, they help 
lead and guide our congregation. As a ministerial body, they 
participate in the care of our congregation through the deacon care 
team plan, building relationships with and offering support to our 
church family. Please prayerfully consider your nominations for 
deacon, write their names below, and return to the church no later 
than August 31, 2018.  You may nominate as many as you would like 
and turn in as many nominations as you would like during the month 
of August.  (There is no need to nominate the same person more than 
once.) In accordance with our bylaws, those eligible must be at least 
21 years of age and resident members of First Baptist Church for at 
least one year. 
________________________________  ______________________________ 

 
_________________________________  _______________________________ 

 
________________________________  _______________________________ 

 
Listed below are the names of persons elected in 2013-2017 as 
Deacons of this church.  Do not nominate any of these persons.  They 
are ineligible for  relection at this time. 

Nominees will be reviewed for eligibility according to the bylaws of 
First Baptist Church. Eligible nominees will be contacted by the 
elections     committee to assure their willingness to serve if elected.  
Deacon Election will take place the 1st Sunday of October 2018.  You 
may place your   nominations in the offering plate or fax or e-mail 
nominations during the week to the church office at (910) 739-7858 
or daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org. 

Barbara Andrews (2020) 
Sam Britt, II (2018) 
Margie Cockrell (2020) 
William Davis (2020) 
Judy Driscoll (2019) 

Jim Driscoll (2021) 
Michele Fanning (2017) 
Dan Floyd (2018) 
Melinda Frederick (2018) 
James Gore (2021) 
Kim Gore (2018) 

Keith Hardee (2019) 
Drina Hedgpeth (2019) 
Bruce Huggins (2021) 
James Johnson (2017) 
Johnny Johnson (2018) 

Liz Lytch (2019) 
Malcolm McLean (2017) 
Colin Osborne (2020) 
Eddie Prevatte (2019) 
Lisa Rust (2021) 
Mary Anne Rust (2020) 

Lynn Smith (2020) 
Christy Strickland (2019) 
Jeremy Strickland (2018) 
Johnny Strickland (2017) 
Theresa Thomas (2017) 

Tony Thompson (2021) 
Ed Thorndyke (2019) 
Chris Walters (2021) 
Hoss Watts (2019) 
Billy Wilson (2018) 
 

2018 
Sept. 2, 9, 23, 30 
Oct. 7 
Nov. 11, 18 
 
2019 
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24 
March 10, 17, 24, 31 
April  7, 14, 21, 28 
May 5, 12, 19, 26 
June 2, 16, 23, 30 
July 7, 14, 21, 28 
Aug. 4, 25 
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Oct. 6, 13, 20 
Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24 

Flower Calendar 
Contact the church office at 739-4336 or 
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org to place 
flowers in honor or in memory of a loved one. 
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For the Record 
 

Budgeted 2018 ..................... $700,000.00 

Weekly Need (2018) .............. $13,461.54 

Received June 29 .................... $8,365.00 

Need to date ........................ $403,846.15 

Received to date................... $355,229.99 

Over (Under) Budget........... ($48,616.16) 

 

Sunday School Attendance,  

July 29—215 

Remember our First Sunday 

Food Drive this Sunday,  

August 5th! You may bring 

canned goods and staple items 

and place them in the boxes at 

the church entrances. These 

items will be distributed at   

local hunger ministries! 

Coming up. . . 
 
 

 

Aug.3—ECM Staff Development Day—Closed to Students 

Aug. 7—Youth Committee Meeting 

Aug. 16—Candlelight Vigil for Victims of Murder & Homicide 

Aug. 20—Finance & Deacon’s Meetings 

Aug. 26—Promotion Sunday 

     Youth Fall Kick-off 

Aug. 27—Robeson County Schools Start 

Aug. 31—Deacon Nominations Close 

 

Sept. 3—Labor Day—ECM & Church Offices Closed 

Sept. 10—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

Sept. 13—Fun & Fellowship  

Sept. 16—Parenting in the Digital Age Seminar 

Sept. 17—Finance & Deacon’s Meetings 

Sept. 19—Robeson County Schools Half Day 

Sept. 22—Inasmuch 

Sept. 28—Robeson County Schools Teacher Work Day 

Save the Date! 
September 22, 2018 

Watch First Baptist News  
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