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My morning devotion recently included the 

statement, ñHe who is in a hurry delays the things 

of God.ò  It would have been helpful to read that 

line a year and half ago as we were beginning the 

Hurricane Matthew grant program.  The committee and I did 

not anticipate it taking until the summer of 2018 before we 

fulfilled the last grant, but that has been the case.   

 

The final grant recipient has been through an especially 

rough twenty two months.  She lost her home in the flood 

and had a very difficult time finding suitable housing.  She 

then had to have heart bypass surgery.  Over the months, I 

assured her that we would hold her grant, so it was exciting 

to meet her last week at a local store and pay a portion of the 

money needed for her new refrigerator and stove.  She told 

me where she is living and invited me to come see her new 

home.  I may do so some time, but the glimmer of hope in 

her eye was all I needed to sense the joy she feels in having 

a home again. 

 

According to our records, FBC received $148,812.76 that was designated for Hurricane Matthew relief.  I am 

grateful to all who contributed and especially the individuals, families, churches and civic groups from out of 

town.  I am pleased to report that every penny has gone (or will go) directly to helping people who were 

devastated by the flood.  We helped several community organizations in the immediate aftermath of the storm 

and contributed thousands of dollars to the recovery ministries of NC Baptist Men and Christian Aid Ministries 

(Mennonite).  We awarded and fulfilled 65 grant requests ranging from $500.00 to $2,000.00.   

 

We have a remaining balance of approximately $240.00 in the account.  Our plan for this money is to purchase 

grocery gift cards that the ministers will distribute to individuals and families who come by the church in need 

of assistance.  This brings me to a request.  There is rarely a day that goes by at First Baptist that we do not 

have someone come to our door in need of assistance.  For a variety of reasons, we rarely help with utility bills 

or rent payments, but we try to help people the best we can in emergencies.  The money we use for Community 

Assistance is from a designated account that depends on gifts for sustainability.  We have had numerous 

requests over the past several months for help and our funds are low, so if you would like to help your 

neighbors here in Lumberton please make a gift to our Community Assistance Fund. 

 

And finally, thank you again for amazing generosity, not just to the flood recovery projects and community 

assistance, but to the churchôs operating budget.  We are doing kingdom work in this community and world and 

it is by your sacrificial giving that lives are being graced with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace,  

David 
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 It has been a long, eventful summer.  

Senior retreat, young adult retreat, 

youth hiking trip, Camp Puzzle Piece, 

M-Fuge Philadelphia, MissionBASE 

Memphis, and Youth Music Retreat 

have all passed into our rearview 

mirror.  Planning now begins in earnest for the 

upcoming school year so processing what just 

happened is urgently important. 

 

First off, thank you Bonnie!  During my absence 

you kept up with your own demanding job, 

preached two sermons, took great care of Kaitlyn, 

took care of Cream (the dog), and kept the Guinea 

pigs alive while dealing with a bathroom remodel.  

This is especially difficult with no grandparents 

nearby and all of our babysitters off on the same 

trips Iôm on. 

 

The ñextraò trip this year was MissionBASE 

Memphis.  I cannot say enough good things about 

it.  We were immersed in a community that 

resembles Lumberton on a much larger scale.  

Communal living for the week while sleeping on a 

church floor at night and working hard all day 

brought us close together.  The worship services 

were simple but well focused.  The side trip to the 

National Civil Rights Museum was sobering and 

eye opening.  It was a wonderful trip, except for 

the poison ivy. 

 

The youth music trip proved a great opportunity to 

get to know the incoming 7th grade class.  

Philadelphia provided cheesesteaks, history, and 

another chance to serve.  Outdoor trips always 

make for discussions about creation/God in nature 

and for teamwork.  Camp Puzzle Piece made us all 

so proud of Morgan and Quinton and their 

leadership at such a young age.  On August 19th 

you will have a chance to hear more about all of 

the above at both services. 

 

Spending this amount of time with our young 

people is a blessing.  They are frank, honest, and 

direct once youôve earned their trust and respect.  

Their world is a wonderful, sometimes terrible 

place to exist in but I thank God for allowing me 

to see the world through the eyes of multiple 

generations, not just my own.  The time for 

reflection is brief.  The future begins now. 

 

Doug 
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