
August 30, 2018 Volume LV No. 8-d 

September 22, 2018 
 
Sign up for the project of your choice! 
You may sign up online at the Inasmuch United     
Lumberton Facebook page or pick up a form in 
the church office.   
 
Nursery care is available for infants-
Kindergarten with advance reservation. Children 
ages 6-11 may sign up for any project, but must 
be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  
 

Wednesday Nights this Fall  

for Children 
 

We’re trying something new this fall! The 

needs and schedules of our families are shifting 

and we want to be sensitive to that.  So we’re 

trying a new schedule to (hopefully) make 

things a little easier on our families! 

 

5:15 p.m.—dinner begins 

5:45 p.m.—1st-3rd & 4th-6th Grade Choirs 

6:30 p.m.—1st-3rd Grade Bible Study &  

  4th-6th Grade Handbells 

 

Preschool activities (choir and Bible) will also 

take place, though our start time may be a little 

more flexible.  

 

Activities begin after Labor Day on  

September 5th! 

 
 

The ECM & Church offices 

will be closed on  

September 3rd in  

observance of Labor Day. 



You never know where a conversation may take you.  

Pastor Martin Thielen tells of a conversation with a 

friend named “Danny” who was an atheist.  Danny did 

not believe the Bible and had no interest in organized 

religion or judgmental Christians.  Still, Danny was curious 

about Christianity and he and Martin had become friends so he 

Danny asked him a curious question one day… “What is the 

least I can believe and still be a Christian?”  Danny wanted to 

know if he had to believe everything the “church” seemed to 

believe.  The two friends started a long conversation about what 

is and is not essential belief for Christians.  The result of the 

conversation was Martin’s book, What’s the Least I Can Believe 

and Still Be a Christian:  A Guide to What Matters Most. 

 

We are going to take a look at the first half of 

Thielen’s book on Wednesday nights this fall.  

The first half of the book addresses several 

topics that Thielen told Danny he does not 

have to believe in order to be a Christian.   

For example, do we believe God causes 

cancers, car wrecks and other calamities?  Do 

we believe that good Christians don’t doubt?  

Do we believe true Christians can’t believe in 

evolution and do we believe that women 

cannot preach and must submit to men?  

These are the topics we will focus on in 

September. 

 

In the spring we will turn to the second half of the book and look 

at the beliefs Thielen told Danny Christians need to believe.  

Most of these points are about the person, nature and ministry of 

Jesus Christ.  Among the essential beliefs we will discuss are 

Jesus’ identity, priority, grace, work, example, death, 

resurrection and legacy.  

 

I will not be ordering copies of the book for purchase, but 

What’s the Least I can Believe and Still Be a Christian? is 

available in bookstores and online for a reasonable price.  As we 

go through this study I will emphasize many times that the book 

is one man’s opinion and we are all free to agree or disagree.  

What is most important is that we engage the tough questions of 

our day with an openness to the Spirit and a deep desire to grow 

closer to Christ.  I look forward to asking these and many other 

good questions with you and, hopefully, answering a few of 

them! 
 

Peace,  

David 

 

Preparing for Sunday . . . 
 

“Sorting Us Out” 

Matthew 13:47-50 

 

In our final sermon from Jesus’ kingdom 

parables we get our hands dirty in the 

messy work of sorting fish.  We won’t 

sort the fish so much as we are the fish 

that the gospel has caught with a far-

reaching net.  Jesus said the kingdom is 

like a net that is thrown into the sea and 

catches fish of every kind.   The fish are 

then sorted.  The good fish are kept and 

the bad are discarded.  This is a simple 

analogy, but Jesus doesn’t tell us how the 

fish are judged to be good or bad.  When 

we are left to wonder what Jesus meant it 

is a good idea to look at how Jesus lived.  

We interpret his words by his life.  Doing 

so, we notice the people Jesus spent time 

with and see that Jesus, the fisherman, 

may keep a lot more fish than we would. 

Join us for a new year of Fun &  

Fellowship! Our first meeting is 

September 13, 2018 at 

11:00 a.m. in the Activity Building! 

 

Lunch will be served and Wendy 

Doeller will be sharing a program of 

music with us. 

Called Church Conference  
September 5, 2018 

6:00 p.m. (at Family Night at Prayer) 

HAVE YOU HEARD THE NEWS?  

First Baptist News! 



This Week. . .  
Sunday, September 2 
8:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
 
Monday, September 3—Labor Day 
ECM & Church Offices Closed 
 
Tuesday, September 4 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Circle 
11:30 a.m. Bible Study #3 
 
Wednesday, September 5 
5:15 p.m. Family Night Supper 
5:45 p.m. Music Makers Choir 
  (1st-3rd Grade) 
  Young Musicians Choir 
  (4th-6th Grade) 
6:00 p.m. Family Night At Prayer 
   —Called Church  
   Conference 
  WYD (Grades 7-12) 
6:30 p.m. 1st-3rd Grade Bible Study 
  4th-6th Grade Handbells 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

Servants this Sunday, September 2, 2018  
Welcoming —Tony & Becky Thompson, Billie Dail 

Entrance Greeters 

Children’s Building —Mildred Kinlaw 

Walnut Street—Dean Kinlaw 

6th Street—Judy Driscoll 

Senior Entrance—Jim Driscoll 

Security Monitor —Charles Kinlaw 

Sound—Amy Gibson 

Video—Nate Cribb 

Coming up. . . 
 
 

Sept. 10—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

Sept. 13—Fun & Fellowship 

Sept. 15—Community Café 

Sept. 16—Parenting in the Digital Age  

  Seminar 

Sept. 17—Finance & Deacon’s Meetings 

Sept. 19—Robeson County Schools  

  Half-day 

Sept. 22—Inasmuch 

Sept. 27—Pre-K Grandparent Breakfast 

Sept. 28—Robson County Schools  

  Teacher Workday 

 

Oct. 1—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

Oct. 7—Deacon Election 

             World Communion Sunday 

Oct. 11—Fun & Fellowship 

Oct. 13-14—FBC Youth Reunion 

Oct. 20—Community Café hosted by the  

  Circle of Friends Class 

Oct. 22—Finance & Deacons Meetings 

Oct. 24—Quarterly Church Conference 

Oct. 26-28—Youth Leadership Retreat 

Oct. 31—Trunk or Treat 

 

Nov. 5—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

Deacon Nomination 
The Deacons of First Baptist serve in two major capacities: 
administrative and ministerial. As an administrative body, they help 
lead and guide our congregation. As a ministerial body, they 
participate in the care of our congregation through the deacon care 
team plan, building relationships with and offering support to our 
church family. Please prayerfully consider your nominations for 
deacon, write their names below, and return to the church no later 
than August 31, 2018.  You may nominate as many as you would like 
and turn in as many nominations as you would like during the month 
of August.  (There is no need to nominate the same person more than 
once.) In accordance with our bylaws, those eligible must be at least 
21 years of age and resident members of First Baptist Church for at 
least one year. 
________________________________  ______________________________ 

 
_________________________________  _______________________________ 

 
________________________________  _______________________________ 

 
Listed below are the names of persons elected in 2013-2017 as 
Deacons of this church.  Do not nominate any of these persons.  They 
are ineligible for  relection at this time. 

Nominees will be reviewed for eligibility according to the bylaws of 
First Baptist Church. Eligible nominees will be contacted by the 
elections committee to assure their willingness to serve if elected.  
Deacon Election will take place the 1st Sunday of October 2018.  You 
may place your   nominations in the offering plate or fax or e-mail 
nominations during the week to the church office at (910) 739-7858 
or daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org. 

Barbara Andrews (2020) 
Sam Britt, II (2018) 
Margie Cockrell (2020) 
William Davis (2020) 
Judy Driscoll (2019) 

Jim Driscoll (2021) 
Michele Fanning (2017) 
Dan Floyd (2018) 
Melinda Frederick (2018) 
James Gore (2021) 
Kim Gore (2018) 

Keith Hardee (2019) 
Drina Hedgpeth (2019) 
Bruce Huggins (2021) 
James Johnson (2017) 
Johnny Johnson (2018) 

Liz Lytch (2019) 
Malcolm McLean (2017) 
Colin Osborne (2020) 
Eddie Prevatte (2019) 
Lisa Rust (2021) 
Mary Anne Rust (2020) 

Lynn Smith (2020) 
Christy Strickland (2019) 
Jeremy Strickland (2018) 
Johnny Strickland (2017) 
Theresa Thomas (2017) 

Tony Thompson (2021) 
Ed Thorndyke (2019) 
Chris Walters (2021) 
Hoss Watts (2019) 
Billy Wilson (2018) 
 



2018 
Sept. 9, 23, 30 
Oct. 7 
Nov. 11, 18 
 
2019 
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24 
March 10, 17, 24, 31 
April  7, 14, 21, 28 
May 5, 12, 19, 26 
June 2, 16, 23, 30 
July 7, 14, 21, 28 
Aug. 4, 25 
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Oct. 6, 13, 20 
Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24 

Flower Calendar 
Contact the church office at 739-4336 or  
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org to 
place flowers in honor or in memory of a 
loved one. 

Family Night Supper Menus—September 
 

 

September 5—Hamburgers & Hot Dogs, French Fries, Baked 

Beans, Salad, Apple Tarts 

 

September 12—Red Ticket: Barbecue Pork Chops, Scalloped 

Potatoes, Sweet Peas, Rolls, Banana Pudding 

Blue Ticket:  Hot Dogs, Chips, Fruit 

 

September 19—Red Ticket: Grilled Chicken, Mixed Vegetables, 

Wild Rice, Rolls, Cherry Cake, Salad 

Blue Ticket: Pizza, Chips, Fruit 

 

September 26—Spaghetti, String Beans, Toast, Salad, Fruit Pies 

CHURCH STAFF 

Contact us at 739-4336 or  

daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org  

www.fbclumbertonnc.org 

Mrs. Nancy Bass ñ Financial Coordinator  

Rev. Erin Collier ñ Associate Pastor of Families and Worship 

Dr. David Elks ñ Pastor 

Mrs. Daphne Fletcher ñ Administrative Assistant 

Rev. Tim Little ñ Minister of Music and Facilities 

Mrs. Kandace Ramsey ñ Administrative Assistant 

Rev. Doug Reedy ñ Associate Pastor of Youth, Young Adults and  Missions 

Person of  the Week  
 

 

Carolyn Sellars 

516 1/2 E. 15th St. 

Lumberton, NC 28358 

 
Send a card, letter, or other remembrance 

to our special person this week. 

For the Record  
Budgeted 2018 ....................... $700,000.00 

Weekly Need (2018) ................ $13,461.54 

Received August 26, 2018 ........ $13,650.47 

Need to date .......................... $457,692.31 

Received to date ..................... $403,113.08 

Over (Under) Budget ............. ($54,579.23) 

 

Sunday School Attendance, August 26—207 

Our Early Childhood Ministry  

has openings for  

2-year-olds, 3-year olds, and in NC PreK class.  

Contact the office for more information—739-4336! 


