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So far, I have only been asked once and given that guy who asked was just making nice while handing 

me my lunch order, it doesn’t really count.  He was a nice guy, but he did not have to remind me of how 

many days were left until Christmas and then ask if I have bought all the presents yet.  He didn’t have to 

ask me if I am ready for the big day, but he did. I appreciate his enthusiasm, but it still doesn’t count.  I 

am never really sure of what people mean when they ask if I am ready for Christmas.  Are they asking about the 

number of presents I have bought or have yet to buy?  Are they wondering if the menu is set and the groceries are 

bought or if I have made my travel plans?  If they know I am a pastor, are they asking if I have prepared the 

sermons and devotions that I will be sharing?   

 

I am in less of a rush to get ready for Christmas this year than ever before.  I will do what I need to do and I am 

sure I will have to rush at the last minute, but I am not worried about it just yet.  I am not exactly sure why this is, 

but I hope it is because I have learned that the best Christmas moments catch you by surprise.  There’s not a lot we 

can do to prepare for them, except to show up and be fully present.  This past Sunday was a good example.  Ron 

Sanders’ harmonica in the early service was a terrific addition to the ensemble’s singing, and while I knew Margie 

Cockrell was going to speak at the Christmas Memorial Service, I was deeply touched by her sincerity and hope.   

 

Continued, See From the Pastor page 2. 

Called Church Conference 
 

December 16th 
For 2019 Budget Vote at conclusion of 
8:45 Worship and prior to 11:00 Cantata. 

5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 16th 



Children’s Corner 

Community Café Volunteers Needed! 
Groups are needed to host our Community Café on 

the 3rd Saturday each month. Host groups provide a 

meal, devotion and fellowship for Community Café 

guests.   

 

If your Sunday School Class, Mission Group, etc. 

would like to host please contact the church office  

(739-4336 or daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org).  

The Children’s Christmas party is this 

weekend!  While we can always use 

donations, we are especially in need of 

volunteers this year.  With lots of worthy 

children headed our way from the various 

elementary schools, we need youth and 

college students to help them shop, friendly adults to sign 

them in and out, Santa’s helpers in our area Walmarts, 

folks to help process their purchases, playground 

supervisors, and lunch servers.  

 

No doubt this is a busy time of year for everyone.  Our 

youth will be in the middle of a ten day stretch that 

includes the Friends of Jesus party, our annual Wesley 

Pines Christmas trip, our Sunday School party, and the 

Progressive Dinner.  College students are finishing up or 

have just finished their exams.  We all have family and 

other holiday gatherings while we are busy planning to 

host our own events, as well as gifts to purchase and 

wrap. 

 

It is understandable that many people will not be able to 

attend.  However, if you are available and you wish to 

rediscover what it means to view Christmas through a 

child’s eye, please consider helping our church with one 

of its oldest and most beloved missions.  Give me a call 

if you can.  Thanks and Merry Christmas! 

Doug 

From the Pastor—continued from page 1 
 

I happened to be in the right place at the right time for 

these moments, but I wonder if I was where I needed to 

be at other moments over the past couple of weeks and 

missed an opportunity to welcome Christmas.  Maybe I 

was preoccupied.  Maybe I was giving my attention to 

something or someone else.  Maybe it was right there 

in front of me and I did not see it or hear it or know it.  

Christmas is not reserved to one day on the calendar.  

We may celebrate it on December 25th, but God is 

coming to us each and every moment of our lives, if 

only we have eyes to see, ears to hear and hearts to 

receive. 
 

Peace,  

David 

Christmas preparations in the Collier household have 

looked a little different this year! As our family has 

grown, we’ve had to think through everything about 

Christmas, from how we plan to do gifts to important 

traditions to uphold to classic Christmas movies that must 

be watched. (For the record, the movie Elf has already 

been watched 3 times, but no elf will appear on any shelf 

in our home.) 

 

Drew and I have been talking a lot about family holiday 

traditions and how they inevitably change and evolve 

over time as families change and grow. Sometimes, it’s a 

joyful change, such as an extra stocking to fill or a new 

favorite recipe or a new house to decorate. Sometimes, 

it’s a more difficult change, such as an empty chair at the 

table or a tighter budget for gifts or having to forego an 

old tradition due to family in different places. With those 

changes – whether expected or unexpected, joyful or sad 

– comes an extra dose of emotions and stress. 

 

As Christmas draws near, let’s remember to be gentle 

with one another. The emotions and stress that come with 

change are hitting us after a tough few months for our 

community, and I think we’re all weary. Let’s seek to 

embody the Christ we celebrate this season by offering a 

little more grace, a little more kindness, and a little more 

compassion to all that we meet. 

 

(Also, if lighting candles and singing “Silent Night” is 

one of your important traditions, good news! We will do 

that once again at our Christmas Eve service at 5:00 pm. 

And if it’s not one of your traditions, consider making it a 

new one and joining us that evening!) 

Erin 



Youth 

Mark your calendar for the Summer Trip 

Meeting on Sunday, January 27th. Parents, 

if your Youth is interested in any of the 

summer trips, this meeting is for you! 

 

 Youth Music Retreat—June 2019 

 Wilderness Trail — July 2019 

 M-Fuge, Louisana — July 2019 

 

Contact Doug for more information:  

739-4336 or 

dougreedy@fbclumbertonnc.org. 

 

The Valentine Banquet will be held Saturday, 

February 9. 

Holiday Notes: 
 Trinity Episcopal Church Advent Concert is December 

19th at 12:05 pm. International Artist Community and 

Handbell Ensemble directed by Mark Andersen will 

present the program. 

 

 A devotional service will be held in the Chapel on 

December 19th at 6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper, 

Choirs and Activities will not take place.  

 

 Youth Progressive Dinner is December 19th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 The ECM & Church Offices will be closed December 

24th, 25th & 26th for Christmas. 

 

 There will be no services on December 26th. 

 

 If you would like to be reimbursed for purchases made 

for the Friends of Jesus Christmas Party, Children’s 

Christmas Party, or any other church-related function, 

your receipts need to be turned in no later than 

December 28th. 

 

 Contributions to the 2018 Budget need to be received or 

postmarked by December 31st. 

 

 The ECM & Church Offices will be closed on January 

1st in celebration of the New Year. 

The Senior Adults will go out 

for lunch to Webster Manor 

in Mullins, SC on Tuesday, 

January 15th. 

 

Trip cost is $5 per person and 

lunch will be Dutch treat. 

Packets of offering envelopes are available 

in the church office. You may also give your offering to First 

Baptist online by scanning the QR Code on the back of the 

Order of Worship or by automatic draft. Draft forms are 

available on our website — www.fbclumbertonnc.org.  
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2019 
Jan. 6, 20, 27 
Feb. 17, 24 
March 10, 17, 24, 31 
April  28 
May 5, 12, 19, 26 
June 2, 16, 23, 30 

 
July 7, 14, 21, 28 
Aug. 4, 25 
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Oct. 6, 13 
Nov. 3, 10, 17, 24 

Flower Calendar 
Contact the church office at 739-4336 or  
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org to 
place flowers in honor or in memory of a 
loved one. 

Join us Sunday, December 30th for 11:00 Combined 

Worship for College Sunday. 

For the Record 
Budgeted 2018 .................................. $700,000.00 

Weekly Need (2018) ........................... $13,461.54 

Received December 9, 2018 ............... $32,472.03 

Need to date ....................................... $659,615.38 

Received to date ................................ $622,372.22 

Over (Under) Budget ....................... ($37,243.16) 

 

Children’s Christmas Party Goal—$5,000 

Collected to date—$7,670 

 

Friends of Jesus Christmas Party Goal—$5,700 

Collected to Date—$6,515 

 

Sunday School Attendance,  

December 9, 2018—150 

Coming up. . . 
 
 

 

Dec. 17—Finance & Deacons Meetings 

Dec. 19—Chapel Service 

    Youth Progressive Dinner 

Dec. 20—Staff Christmas Party  

Dec. 24-26—ECM & Church Offices Closed 

Dec. 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Dec. 25—Christmas Day 

Dec. 26—No Services 

Dec. 30—Combined Worship 

 College Sunday 

 

Jan. 1—ECM & Church Offices Closed 

Jan. 2-4—College Ski Trip 

Jan. 6—Communion Sunday 

 12th Night Concert of  

 Healing & Hope 

Jan. 7—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

Jan. 8—Youth Committee Meeting 

Jan. 10—Fun & Fellowship 

Jan. 11-12—Deacons Retreat 

Jan. 13—Deacon Ordination & Installation 

Jan. 15—Senior Adults Lunch Out to  

  Mullins, SC 

Jan. 18-21—Youth Ski Trip 

Jan. 19—Community Café 

Jan. 21—Finance & Deacons Meetings 

Jan. 23—Quarterly Church Conference 


