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We are currently in a period of pastoral transition. In this 
season, we are looking to the future and considering how the 
mission and ministry of First Baptist Church, Lumberton, will 
continue to grow and change. Here is what to expect during 
this transition: 

Sunday Mornings 
As we seek an interim pastor, several guest preachers will provide pulpit supply. Our schedule of guest 
preachers is as follows: 

 September 15 – Dr. Mike Queen 
Dr. Queen has served churches in North Carolina for the last 36 years, most recently as pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Wilmington. Currently, he is the Co-Coordinator of the Center for Healthy Churches – 
Carolinas, and also serves as a congregational coach. 

 September 22 – Rev. Sharon James 
Rev. Sharon James served for 30 years at Franklin Baptist Church in Franklin, Virginia. Upon her 
retirement, she was named Associate Pastor of Education Emeritus. 

 September 29 – 5th Sunday Fellowship 
We will have a combined service at 10:00 am this day with an emphasis on what it means to be the 
church. 

Pastoral Needs 
Our ministerial staff and deacons are working together to care for our congregation in this season of 
transition. If you have or know of a pastoral need, please call the church office: (910) 739-4336. Our deacon 
care teams are also available to offer assistance. 

 

Next Steps 
In the weeks to come, an interim committee will be 
formed to search for an interim pastor. An interim 
pastor is an intentionally temporary and short-term call 
to provide consistent pastoral leadership while the 
congregation prayerfully searches for a new pastor. 
We will also be forming a pastor search committee. 
This committee will prayerfully and intentionally search 
for our next pastor. 

 

Per our by-laws, the deacons will recommend 
individuals to serve on each committee to the church 
body. There will be a special called church 
conference on Wednesday, September 18, during 
prayer meeting for the purpose of receiving and voting 
on a recommendation from the deacons of persons to 
serve on the Interim and Pastor Search Committees. 

 



School has started back for everyone 

finally and our church is on its normal 

(non summer) schedule.  For youth, this 

means Sunday School, Sunday nights, 

and Wednesday nights every week, on 

top of homework.  Several of our older 

youth hold down jobs.  Most of our 

youth are on organized sports teams or 

heavily involved in other extracurricular activities. 

 

For these reasons, it really takes extra effort to involve 

youth in worship, on committees or councils, or in youth 

choir or bells.  I am super appreciative when they do, 

not only to them but to their parents for allowing them 

to invest so much time in their church or youth group.  

Just this past Sunday, our older youth led a welcoming 

service for our newest youth, with three of our seniors 

speaking directly to our new seventh graders concerning 

what it means to be a part of this youth group. 

 

We ask a lot of our seniors.  They lead small groups on 

Sunday nights, host the Valentine Banquet, and preach 

in the spring.  Many of our juniors and sophomores have 

important roles within our youth group, but it is our 

seniors who are often placed in the spotlight.   

 

Many of our previous seniors, now college students, are 

sponsored by mentors from our congregation.  These 

sponsors write notes of encouragement, send texts, and 

sometimes even send treats.  Beginning last year, we 

adjusted our program to allow potential sponsors to 

select a student at the beginning of their senior year.  

This allows student and sponsor a year to develop a 

relationship.  Sponsors see their student at church 

activities and sometimes beyond (e.g. attending soccer 

games, meeting for coffee, etc.).   

 

With that in mind, please see me if you would be 

interested in sponsoring a student.  If you do so now, 

you will have opportunities to get to know each other 

over the next school year.  That way, when they leave 

for college next August, your shows of support or 

questions or advice will mean so much more.   

 

If you already support a college student, thank you!  

You will receive a letter with updated mailing addresses 

later this week.  You are an encouragement to the next 

generation and an influencer as well. 

Doug 

Calling All Senior Adults! 
Lunch & Learn 

September 16th at noon 

Cherry Fellowship Hall 

 
“Tax Changes for Senior 

Adults” presented by John 

Grissom, CPA. 

Please bring a covered dish 

to share.  
 

 

Carolina Opry Christmas Show 

November 5th  

Lunch at Paula Dean’s/

Shopping at  

Broadway at the Beach 

$70 per person. Limited 

space  

Family Night Supper Menus 

September 18, 2019—Red Ticket:  Chicken Alfredo, Sweet 

Peas, Rolls, Salad, Blueberry Pies 

 Blue Ticket: Pizza, Chips, Fruit 

 

September 25, 2019—Red Ticket:  Fried Pork Chops, Scal-

loped    Potatoes, Field Peas, Rolls, Salad, Peach Cake 

 Blue Ticket: Chicken Nuggets, French Fries, Fruit 

 

October 2, 2019—Red Ticket: Barbecue, French Fries, 

Baked Beans, Slaw, Hushpuppies, Salad, Cherry Cake 

 Blue Ticket:  Hot Dogs, French Fries, Fruit 

 

October 9, 2019—Red Ticket:  Boneless Pork Loin, Grilled 

Mixed Vegetables, Spanish Rice, Rolls, Salad, Apple 

Cake 

 Blue Ticket: Pizza, Chips, Fruit 

 

October 16, 2019—Red Ticket:  Baked Chicken w/gravy, 

Rice,    Butter Beans, Rolls, Salad, Blueberry Cake,  

Blue Ticket:  Chicken Nuggets, Chips, Fruit 

 

October 23, 2019—Spaghetti, Green Beans, Toast, Salad 

 

October 30, 2019—Hot Dogs, French Fries, Cookies 



Children’s Corner 

It’s the time of year when changes abound. Children and youth have started their new grades in school. Fall sports and 

activities have resumed, meaning a change in family rhythms. Store displays are starting to stock Halloween candy and 

costumes. Football season has resumed, and new players and/or coaches are settling into their respective teams. And 

eventually, the weather will cool off and the leaves will start to change. 

 

We’re also going through our own period of change here at church. In this season of transition, it can be easy to worry or 

fear, and those are valid emotions. However, it can be damaging if we let those emotions control us and our decisions. 

I’ve been impressed by the strength and resiliency that I’ve seen in our congregation over the past few months, living 

and moving forward in a spirit of grace and faith.  

 

There are many steps ahead of us as we seek an interim, and then a permanent pastor, and those steps will involve a lot 

of time and prayer and honest reflection. It is not a process that happens overnight, and I have faith that we are up to the 

task. Still, when things seem uncertain, I know all too well how impatience can rise up and trigger the desire to want to 

do something, or anything, to make things a little more constant. And, there are some things you can do to help in this 

season of change! 

 

Pray. Pray for our current church leadership, for those who will serve on the search teams, and for our future pastor. 

Be here. We have a great lineup of guest preachers over the next two months, as well as Wednesday night speakers. 

Come be encouraged and challenged by what they have to say, and reconnect with your family of faith while 

you are here. 

Be the church. We’ll talk more about this on September 29, but at the core, our calling as a church is to love and 

serve God by loving and serving others. The church is more than one person, and all of us are a part! How is 

God calling you to love your neighbor – your coworker – your fellow church members? How is God calling you 

to serve – both at FBC and outside the church walls? (If you need some ideas, I can send a few suggestions your 

way!) 

 

Change can be hard and uncomfortable. It can also be an opportunity for something new and beautiful to be born. In this 

season of change, may we open ourselves to the new ways in which God may be calling us to be the church in 

Lumberton and beyond. 

Erin  

2019 
Sept. 22 
 
2020 
Jan. 5, 19, 26 
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 
March  8, 22, 29 
April 5, 12, 19, 26 
May 3, 17, 24, 31 
June 7, 14, 21, 28 
July 5, 12, 19, 26 

Aug. 2, 23, 30 
Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Oct. 4, 11, 18 
Nov. 15 
 
 
 

Flower Calendar 
Contact the church office at 739-4336 or  
daphnefletcher@fbclumbertonnc.org to place flowers in 
honor or in memory of a loved one. 

Fun & Fellowship  
October 7th at 11:00 a.m.  

in the Activity Building 

We will be celebrating Halloween.   

Bring a sandwich and friend! 

Baptist Women’s Luncheon 
October 7th at 11:45 a.m. in the  

Activity Building. 

 

The Glen Flora Group  

will meet at 10:45 a.m. 

 

Bible Study #3 will meet in the Activity 

Building, October 1st at 11:45 a.m. 
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For the Record 
 

Budgeted 2019 ............................ $700,000.00 

Weekly Need (2019)..................... $13,461.54 

Received September 8, 2019 ........ $18,948.82 

Need to date ................................ $484,615.38 

Received to date .......................... $421,271.91 

Over (Under) Budget .................... (63,343.47) 

 

Sunday School Attendance, September 8—153 

Coming up. . . 
September 16—Lunch & Learn 

  Finance Committee & Deacons  Meetings 

September 21—Community Café hosted by The Bridge Class 

September 28—Friends of Jesus Fall Festival 

September 29—5th Sunday Fellowship 

 

October 1— Bible Study #3  

October 6—Deacon Election 

        World Communion Sunday  

October 7—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

October 8—Mission Team Meeting 

October 10—Fun & Fellowship 

October 11-13—Youth Leadership Retreat 

October 21—Finance Committee & Deacons Meetings 

October 23—Quarterly Church Conference 

October 30—Trunk or Treat 

 

November 1—All Saints Sunday 

November 4—Baptist Women’s Luncheon 

November 5—Senior Adults to Carolina Opry 

            Bible Study #3 

November 14—Fun & Fellowship 

November 16—Community Café 

November 18—Finance & Deacons Meetings 

November 22—Youth Barbecue Sale 

November 27—No Wednesday Evening Activities or Meal 

November 28—Thanksgiving Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Jesus Fall Festival 

September 28th  
 

Volunteers are needs to assist with our 

annual Fall Festival. If you are available 

to help decorate on the evening of     

September 27th, or to come out and      

assist with activities on the 28th, please 

contact Doug Reedy or Lynn Smith to 

sign up.   

Wednesday Night Speakers 
 

The following speakers will be sharing    

during our devotion time at Family Night 

at Prayer in August & September. 

 

September 18—Scott Billingsley 

September 25—Kenneth Rust 


